
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 1, No. 107, Session 6 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 4 May 2022  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by a Cabinet Secretary and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Health and Social Care; Social Justice, 
Housing and Local Government; and then Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
4. Walking – Improving Health and Strengthening Communities: The Minister 
for Public Health, Women’s Health and Sport (Maree Todd) moved S6M-04256—That 
the Parliament recognises National Walking Month and agrees that everyday walking 
and wheeling play a huge role in improving the health and wellbeing of people in 
Scotland; notes that the Scottish Government is committed to inclusive opportunities 
for everyone to walk and wheel, helping to connect and strengthen communities, 
reduce some of Scotland’s biggest health inequalities and reduce pressure on the 
NHS, and further notes that the Scottish Government is committed to doubling 
investment across sport and active living, allocating record levels of investment to 
active travel, working with partners to reduce barriers to walking and wheeling and 
helping to make these the default choice for short journeys, leisure, socialising or as 
part of longer public transport journeys in Scotland, which will also contribute to 
Scotland’s journey to net zero. 
 



 

 

Paul O’Kane moved amendment S6M-04256.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-04256 in the name of Maree Todd (Walking - 
Improving Health and Strengthening Communities), insert at end “; recognises 
that wider cuts to local authority services hamper active travel and the 
implementation of a gendered approach to safety; considers that improvements 
to roads and pavements are necessary to improve levels of walking and 
wheeling, particularly in more deprived areas, and calls again on the Scottish 
Government to provide access to a bike for every child who cannot afford one by 
the end of 2022.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 27, Against 66, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was then agreed to (DT). 
 
5. Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George 
Adam), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-04270—That the 
Parliament agrees— 

(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 10 May 2022 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee Debate: 
Inquiry into the Scottish Government’s International Work 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 11 May 2022 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Justice and Veterans; Finance and Economy 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 12 May 2022 



 

 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Coronavirus (Recovery and Reform) (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Financial Resolution: Coronavirus (Recovery and Reform) (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Tuesday 17 May 2022 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 18 May 2022 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Covid Recovery and Parliamentary Business; Net Zero, 
Energy and Transport 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 19 May 2022 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 



 

 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs and Islands 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Long Covid 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 9 May 2022, in 
rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the Presiding 
Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject matter or” are 
inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
6. Stage 2 Timetable: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-04271—That the Parliament 
agrees that consideration of the Miners’ Strike (Pardons) (Scotland) Bill at stage 2 be 
completed by 24 May 2022. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
7. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), on 
behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-04272—That the Parliament agrees 
that the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Requirements) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 
6) Regulations 2022 (SSI 2022/123) be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4 and 7 as noted 
above. 
 
9. International Day of the Midwife, 100 Years of Progress: The Parliament 
debated S6M-03813 in the name of Audrey Nicoll——That the Parliament recognises 
the International Day of the Midwife on 5 May, which will celebrate 100 years of 
progress throughout the global midwife community; understands that this has included 
advocating for quality midwifery care to improve newborn and maternal health; 
recognises the vital role of midwives in Scotland in aiming to deliver person-centred, 
high-quality care for mothers and babies throughout pregnancy, birth and following 
birth; commends the positive impact that midwives can have on the health and life 
chances of women and babies; recognises what it considers the commitment of 
midwives caring for women during the COVID-19 pandemic and the impact on 
maternal mental health as midwifery services were modified, thereby impacting 
women’s choices during pregnancy and birth; acknowledges the policy, The Best 
Start: A FiveYear Forward Plan for Maternity and Neonatal Care in Scotland, to make 
care locally accessible, with midwives providing high-quality care to women across 
Scotland in homes, communities and midwifery-led and consultant-level services, and 
recognises what it sees as the pivotal role of educators, researchers and students, 



 

 

including those based at the Robert Gordon University in the Aberdeen South and 
North Kincardine constituency, in supporting the delivery of midwifery services in 
Scotland and beyond. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.30 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

4 May 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 
 
Affirmative Instruments 
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 4 May 2022 and are 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 
Legal Aid and Advice and Assistance (Miscellaneous Amendment) (Scotland) (No. 2) 
Regulations 2022 [draft] 

laid under section 37(2) of the Legal Aid (Scotland) Act 1986 
 
Non-Domestic Rates (Valuation Notices) (Scotland) Regulations 2022 [draft] 

laid under section 23(1) of the Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 
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