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Report of the 75th Nordic Council Session 
30 October- 3 November 2023 

Oslo, Norway 

 
Introduction 
1. The 75th Nordic Council Session took place in Oslo, Norway on 31 October- 

2 November 2023. The theme of the Session was “A secure, green and 
young Nordic Region”. 

 
2. The annual session brought together over 700 parliamentarians, 

parliamentary staff and institutions from across the Nordic region to address 
issues facing parliaments today. The Session offered the opportunity for 
Members to benefit from learning, networking, professional development 
and the sharing of best practice with colleagues from the Nordic parliaments 
and international guests. 

 
3. Deputy Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP; Ben Macpherson MSP, 

Deputy Convener of the Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee and 
Member of the Education, Children and Young People Committee; and 
Beatrice Wishart MSP, Deputy Convener of the Rural Affairs and Islands 
Committee represented the Scottish Parliament at the Session.  

 
Recommendations 
• IRO has shared the information gathered during the meeting between the 

Deputy Presiding Officer and the First Deputy Speaker of the Swedish 
Parliament with relevant colleagues in the Scottish Parliament. As a result, 
a meeting between the Clerk/Chief Executive of the Scottish Parliament and 
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the Director of the Swedish Parliament is being organised to discuss shared 
challenges and examples of best practices.  

• Ben Macpherson MSP and Beatrice Wishart MSP are intending to share the 
information learnt during the meeting with the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the Committee for a Sustainable Nordic Region with their 
colleagues on the Rural Affairs and Islands Committee and Net Zero, 
Energy and Transport Committee. Furthermore, IRO has shared the 
information gathered during this meeting with colleagues across the 
Scottish Parliament working in these areas.  

• Following the meeting with the Chairman of the Committee for Welfare in 
the Nordic Region Ben Macpherson MSP has offered to connect the 
Violence Reduction Unit with those working to address the gang violence 
challenges in Sweden and elsewhere in the Nordics. Also, IRO has shared 
the information gathered during this meeting with colleagues across the 
Scottish Parliament working in these areas.  

• During the Deputy Presiding Officer’s meeting with the Second Deputy 
Speaker of the Faroese Parliament he invited the Scottish Parliament to visit 
the Faroese Parliament. IRO has shared the information gathered during 
the meeting with relevant colleagues in the Scottish Parliament.  

• Following the delegation meeting Kristina Háfoss, Secretary General of the 
Nordic Council, the Scottish Parliament has been invited to attend next 
year’s Nordic Council Session in Iceland. IRO has also shared the 
information gathered during this meeting with relevant colleagues in the 
Scottish Parliament.  

• Once the Nordic Council’s committees have agreed their work programmes 
for 2024 IRO will share these with the Scottish Parliament’s committees to 
see if there are any opportunities for knowledge exchanges.  

• Following the Deputy Presiding Officer’s meeting with the President of the 
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) the Scottish Parliament has 
been invited to attend the BSPC in Denmark next year. IRO has also shared 
the information gathered during this meeting with relevant colleagues in the 
Scottish Parliament.  

• The Members were interested in setting up a video booth in the Scottish 
Parliament for events and IRO have shared this idea with the Parliament’s 
Communications Office.  

 
Purpose 
1. The primary purpose of the visit to Oslo was to attend the 75th Nordic 

Council session and showcase the Scottish Parliament’s wish to increase 
our collaboration with the Nordic Council and the parliaments in the region.  

 
2. The second aim of the visit was to meet with delegates from parliaments 

and international organisations attending the conference to develop bilateral 
relations and identify topics for potential knowledge exchanges.  

 
3. The third aim of the visit was to provide Members with development 

opportunities by speaking to their counterparts in other parliaments and 
share best practice examples.  
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Background 
4. The Nordic Council is the official body for formal inter-parliamentary co-

operation. Formed in 1952, it has 87 members from Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Faroe Islands, Greenland and Åland. The main 
aim of the Nordic Council is to make the Nordic Region one in which people 
want to live and work. Members take part in the different committees to bring 
forward ideas and recommendations which are then debated in the annual 
plenary.  

 
5. There are six committees:  

• The Presidium 
• Committee for Knowledge and Culture in the Nordic Region 
• Committee for a Sustainable Nordic Region 
• Committee for Growth and Development in the Nordic Region 
• Committee for Welfare in the Nordic Region 
• The Control Committee 
• The Election Committee 

 
6. A copy of the programme is attached at Annex A. 
 
Programme 
Tuesday 31 October 2023 
Opening of the 75th Plenary Session of the Nordic Council and Plenary 
7. The opening of the Plenary Session included a welcome from Masud 

Gharahkhani, President of the Norwegian Parliament and Jorodd Asphjell, 
President of the Nordic Council 2023. This was followed by formalities 
including the approval of the list of delegates, standing orders for the 75th 
Session and agenda.  

 
8. Following this, there was a guest speech by Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary-

General of NATO. There was then a debate where members could ask 
questions to the Secretary- General.  

 
9. “Speaking about defence and the conflicts in the Middle East and Ukraine 

in his opening speech, Jens Stoltenberg, NATO’s Secretary General, 
referenced the situation whereby the entire Nordic region will soon be in 
NATO. (Mr Stoltenberg visited Shetland in 2012 when he was Prime 
Minister of Norway to formally open the Scalloway Museum, recognising the 
long-standing cultural links between the islands and his country.) The 
discussions around defence were robust, particularly on working together 
across the region on ongoing security.  That also led to discussions about 
cable vulnerability in the region, something that resonates with Scotland’s 
Northern Isles.”- Beatrice Wishart MSP 
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10. “The address from the Secretary General of NATO provided a very 
interesting and important start to the proceedings, particularly given the 
international context with the conflicts in Gaza and Ukraine.”- Ben 
Macpherson MSP 

 
11. The third agenda item was the Nordic Summit with the Prime Ministers and 

heads of government. During this agenda item Prime Ministers from all eight 
member states gave a short speech outlining their intentions on how to 
make the Nordic Region the most sustainable and integrated region in the 
world and were then asked questions from the members of the Nordic 
Council. Any member was able to direct a question to any of the eight prime 
ministers.  

 
12. Finally, the plenary concluded with the programme for the Swedish 

Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers 2024.  
 

13. Video recordings of the plenary sessions can be found on the Nordic 
Council’s website.  

 

 
 
Meeting with Kenneth G Forslund, First Deputy Speaker of the Swedish 
Parliament 
14. In the afternoon, Deputy Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP met with 

Kenneth G Forslund, First Deputy Speaker of the Swedish Parliament. They 
discussed question time, the role of a Speaker and Deputy Speaker, 
priorities for the current sessions, parliamentary creches and the importance 
of respectful debates.  

 
15. IRO has shared the information gathered during this meeting with 

relevant colleagues in the Scottish Parliament. As a result, a meeting 
between the Clerk/Chief Executive of the Scottish Parliament and the 

https://www.norden.org/en/information/broadcasts-2023-session-nordic-council-oslo
https://www.norden.org/en/information/broadcasts-2023-session-nordic-council-oslo
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Director of the Swedish Parliament has been organised to discuss 
shared challenges and examples of best practices.  

 

 
 
Meeting with Ola Elvestuen, Chairman and Staffan Eklöf, Vice Chairman of the 
Committee for a Sustainable Nordic Region 
16. In the afternoon, Beatrice Wishart MSP as Deputy Convener of the Rural 

Affairs and Islands Committee and Ben Macpherson MSP as Deputy 
Convener of the Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee met with Ola 
Elvestuen, Chairman and Staffan Eklöf, Vice Chairman of the Committee 
for a Sustainable Nordic Region. They discussed the Nordic Council’s aim 
to be the most integrated and environmentally friendly region in the world 
and Scotland’s similar aspirations. They discussed the opportunities and 
challenges related to this ambitious goal including fishing policies, offshore 
wind and biodiversity issues, cleaner shipping routes, tidal energy, rising 
energy costs and residential heating sources.  

 
17. “The meeting with Norwegian member Ola Elvestuen, Chairman of the 

Committee for a Sustainable Nordic Region, and his deputy, gave an 
opportunity to discuss agriculture and environmental issues. My impression 
is that the region is way ahead of Scotland in terms of sustainable transport, 
and I was particularly interested when Mr Elvestuen described the high 
usage of electric transport in both private and business vehicles, and ferries 
in Norway.  In a recent debate in Parliament on ferry services I was able to 
refer to those electric ferries in terms of reliable and low-emission 
transport.”- Beatrice Wishart MSP 

 
18. “We discussed the challenges of the transition to net-zero and especially 

building more offshore wind capacity. There was interest in Scotland’s tidal 
energy innovation and development. More connections between Norway 
and Scotland were also a point of interest. It was relayed to us that in some 
Nordic countries energy is cheaper to purchase by consumers near where 
the energy is produced. This may be a useful policy to explore when 
considering reform of the UK energy market and transmission charging. The 
NZET Committee will consider if and how to establish formal and informal 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-07-11-2023?meeting=15526&iob=132468#orscontributions_M15631E395P732C2529467
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ongoing dialogue with the Committee for a Sustainable Nordic Region. I 
hope this will happen and be interesting. There may be several areas for 
further dialogue and learning from each other. For example, we are 
considering the Circular Economy Bill at the moment and one of the points 
raised in our Stage 1 evidence is to create more consistency across 
Scotland’s 32 Local Authorities and at the Nordic Council Session it has 
been stated that all across the Nordic Region there is consistency.”- Ben 
Macpherson MSP 

 
19. Ben Macpherson MSP and Beatrice Wishart MSP are intending to 

share the information learnt during the meeting with their colleagues 
on the Rural Affairs and Islands Committee and Net Zero, Energy and 
Transport Committee. 

 
20. IRO has shared the information gathered during this meeting with 

colleagues across the Scottish Parliament working in these areas.  
 

 
 
Nordic Council Prize Ceremony and the Norwegian Government’s reception 
21. In the evening the delegation attended the Nordic Council Prize Ceremony 

and the Norwegian Government’s reception at the Oslo opera house. During 
the event the following prizes were awarded: 

 
• The Nordic Council Environment Prize 
• The Nordic Council Children and Young People’s Literature 

Prize 
• Nordic Council Literature Prize 
• The Nordic Council Film Prize 
• Nordic Council Music Prize  
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22. “The evening for the Nordic Council Prize Ceremony was most enjoyable. 
Although I do not speak Norwegian, culture knows no borders and the music 
and dance needed no translation. The stunning location at the Opera House 
on Oslo’s waterfront made it all the more special.”- Beatrice Wishart MSP 

 

 
Photographer: Fartein Rudjord/norden.org 

 
Wednesday 1 November 2023 
Plenary 
23. On the second day the plenary sessions focused on reports from Ministers 

for Foreign Affairs; Defence; and Nordic Co-operation. The Nordic Council 
of Minister’s budget was scrutinised as was the work of the Nordic Council 
of Minister’s work on welfare in the Nordic Region.  

 
International co-operation 
24. Plenary concluded with speeches from International Guests and Deputy 

Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP gave a speech on behalf of the 
Scottish Parliament highlighting the similarities we share with the Nordic 
Region and our wish to collaborate more with the parliaments within the 
region. Other international guests included delegates from the Baltic 
Assembly, Benelux Parliament, Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, 
National Assembly of Québec, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, Schleswig-
Holstein Landtag, UK Parliament and Vestnordisk Råd. 

 

  
Photographer: Magnus Fröderberg/Norden.org 
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Meeting with Eva Lindh, Chairman of the Committee for Welfare in the Nordic 
Region 
25. In the morning Ben Macpherson MSP, Member of the Education, Children 

and Young People Committee met with Eva Lindh, Chairman of the 
Committee for Welfare in the Nordic Region. They discussed the Social 
Security Act, cost of living crisis, additional support needs and mental health 
support workers in schools. They also spoke about the consequences of 
lockdown versus not locking down and violence in classrooms.   

 
26. “We discussed how to best assist young people with additional support 

needs, in schools and wider society. It was communicated to me that the 
Nordic countries are experiencing similar challenges about capacity and 
demand compared to Scotland. It was stated that Sweden was experiencing 
its particular challenges because their school system is different, in that it is 
not fully state run. We also discussed gang violence in Sweden and I set out 
how the Violence Reduction Unit at Police Scotland had made a significantly 
positive impact in Scotland.”- Ben Macpherson MSP 

 
27. Ben Macpherson MSP has offered to connect the Violence Reduction 

Unit with those working to address the gang violence challenges in 
Sweden and elsewhere in the Nordics. 

 
28. IRO has shared the information gathered during this meeting with 

colleagues across the Scottish Parliament working in these areas.  
 

 

 
 

Meeting with Johan Dahl, Second Deputy Speaker of the Faroese Parliament 
29. Deputy Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP met with Johan Dahl, 

Second Deputy Speaker of the Faroese Parliament. They discussed 
common industries and challenges of connectivity in rural areas.  

 



 
 

9 
 

30. The Second Deputy Speaker of the Faroese Parliament invited the 
Scottish Parliament to visit the Faroese Parliament.  

 
31. IRO has shared the information gathered during this meeting with the 

relevant colleagues in the Scottish Parliament.  
 

 
 

 
The Nordic Council Presidium and the Chairs of the Committees’ Seminar and 
Reception for the International Guests 
32. All international guests of the Nordic Council Session were invited to attend 

a seminar on the recent cyber security developments in the Nordic region 
and beyond. The session focused in particular on Artificial Intelligence 
challenges. The event was chaired by Helge Orten, Vice President of the 
Nordic Council and speakers included Lars Gjesvik, the Norwegian Institute 
of International Affairs and Ingerd Schou, Vise-President, PACE. Following 
the seminar guests were able to network and the Scottish Parliament 
delegation met with Kristina Háfoss, Secretary General of the Nordic 
Council and MNA Yves Montiny from the National Assembly of Québec. 

 
33. “A fascinating discussion on an issue that will have significant impacts. 

However, as one of the speakers emphasised, even when AI is working 
perfectly it will not be perfect, as it is only as accurate as the data it draws 
upon.”- Ben Macpherson MSP 

 
34. When the delegation met with Kristina Háfoss, Secretary General of 

the Nordic Council she invited the Scottish Parliament to attend the 
Nordic Council Session in Iceland next year. 

 
35. IRO has shared the information gathered during this meeting with 

relevant colleagues in the Scottish Parliament.  
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Photographer: Magnus Fröderberg/Norden.org 

 
 

Thursday 2 November 2023 
Plenary 
36. Today’s plenary focused on the work of the Nordic Council’s committees. 

The various committees presented their recommendations, which were 
followed by a vote.  

  
37. “The questioning of the Prime Ministers focused a lot on the international 

situation but it was also interesting to hear deliberations throughout the three 
days between parliamentarians, including on gang crime, renewable energy 
transition, climate change impacts, agricultural challenges and demographic 
issues with aging populations, as well as on other issues. It was also 
interesting to observe how the Faroe Islands and Greenland input into the 
deliberations, as part of the Nordic Council but not full members.”- Ben 
Macpherson MSP 

 
38. “In the plenary sessions, it was evident that most of the issues facing the 

Nordic region are similar to those that we face in Scotland. For example, 
concerns about children’s mental health and wellbeing, violence against 
women and girls, climate change and sustainable tourism.  I would add that 
I found the respectful way in which business was conducted during the 
plenary sessions refreshing, even when there was policy disagreement. I 
look forward to sharing some of what I learned during the visit in my work in 
the Scottish Parliament.”- Beatrice Wishart MSP 
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Presidency 2024 
39. The final item on the agenda was the election of the next President and 

Vice-President of the Nordic Council followed by the Icelandic programme 
for the Presidency of the Nordic Council 2024. Bryndís Haraldsdóttir was 
elected President and Oddný G. Harðardóttir was elected as Vice-President 
of the Nordic Council 2024. The Icelandic programme for the Presidency will 
focus on Peace and Security in the Arctic, as well as the environment and 
gender equality.  

 
40. Once the Nordic Council committees have agreed their work 

programmes for 2024 IRO will share these with the Scottish 
Parliament’s committees to see if there are any opportunities for 
knowledge exchanges.  

 

 
 

Meeting with Henrik Møller, President of the Baltic Sea Parliamentary 
Conference 
41. In the morning, Deputy Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP met with 

Henrik Møller, President and Bodo Bahr, Secretary General of the Baltic 
Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC). They discussed the structure and 
work of the BSPC, the impact of climate change in the region, transferrable 
skills within the energy sector and explored potential areas of future 
collaboration.  

 

 



 
 

12 
 

 
42. The Scottish Parliament has been invited to attend the BSPC in 

Denmark next year. 
 

43. IRO has shared the information gathered during this meeting with 
relevant colleagues in the Scottish Parliament.  

 
Video message 
44. Following the conclusion of the Session the Members of the delegation 

recorded a short video message to the Nordic Council, which can be seen 
on IRO’s X (formerly known as Twitter) page. They raise that we share many 
similar challenges and opportunities that were highlighted in the discussions 
in the plenary and look forward to further cooperation between the members 
and committees of the Nordic Council and the Scottish Parliament.   

 
45. The Members were interested in setting up a similar video booth in the 

Scottish Parliament for events and IRO have shared this idea with the 
Parliament’s Communications Office.  

 

 
 
 

 
Feedback 
46. “It was an honour, as DPO, to lead the Scottish Parliament delegation to the 

Nordic Council. We were warmly welcomed and had the opportunity to 
exchange ideas and pave the way for further cooperation with our Nordic 
neighbours.”- Deputy Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP 

 
47. “The delegation to the 75th plenary session of the Nordic Council in 

November 2023 was, from my perspective, a successful and positive 

https://twitter.com/SP_IntRelations/status/1720128516010684814/video/2
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experience of meaningful engagement with council members, and an 
opportunity to understand the opportunities and challenges facing the 
region.”- Beatrice Wishart MSP 

 
48. “I will keep the debates on issues devolved to the Scottish Parliament in 

mind and seek to learn even more about policy in the Nordic Council 
members. I will relay thoughts on these policy areas in parliament where 
and when appropriate. Moreover, I will seek to help create further helpful 
dialogue between Scotland and the Nordics for the common good – for 
example, connecting the Violence Reduction Unit with those working to 
address the gang violence challenges in Sweden and elsewhere in the 
Nordics, learning from Scotland’s best practice in this field of work.”- Ben 
Macpherson MSP 

 
Conclusion 
49. Deputy Presiding Officer Annabelle Ewing MSP; Ben Macpherson MSP, 

Deputy Convener of the Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee and 
Member of the Education, Children and Young People Committee; and  
Beatrice Wishart MSP, Deputy Convener of the Rural Affairs and Islands 
Committee represented the Scottish Parliament at the 75th Nordic Council 
Session in Oslo, Norway.   

 
50. The Members took part in plenary sessions and networking events over 

three days. In addition to this, the Members held seven bilateral meetings 
with delegates from the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, Denmark, 
Faroe Islands, Norway, Nordic Council, Québec and Sweden.  

 
51. The visit allowed for in depth discussion and shared learning across a range 

of parliaments and topics. There were various recommendations/action 
points to take forward and the feedback from the Members showed it was a 
highly valuable visit. Members particularly enjoyed sharing best practices 
and developing relationships with colleagues across the Nordic region and 
further afield, enhancing their work as parliamentarians. 

International Relations Office 
December 2023 

 
 
 

Annex A: Programme 
 

Monday 30 October 2023 
13.05 Depart Edinburgh 
 
15.50 Arrive in Oslo Gardermoen 
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Tuesday 31 October 
14.00 Opening of the 75th Plenary Session of the Nordic Council 

Location: The Plenary Hall of the Norwegian Parliament 
 

1.1. Opening speech by the President of the Nordic Council 
1.2. Approval of the list of delegates, Document 2d/2023 
1.3. Approval of the standing orders for the 75th Session in 2023 
1.4. Approval of the agenda 
1.5. Recommendations and internal resolutions considered and 
adopted in 2023 

 
14.15 Plenary  

Location: The Plenary Hall of the Norwegian Parliament 
 
14.15 Speech by The Secretary-General of NATO, Jens Stoltenberg 
 
15.05 Nordic Summit with the Prime Ministers and Heads of 
Government 
Theme: What is the best way to turn the Nordic vision into reality? 
Nordic Vision 2030: To make the Nordic Region the most sustainable 
and integrated region in the world. 

• What will it take? The biggest gulf between ambition and the 
current state of play concerns the strategic objective of “A green 
Nordic Region”. What collective actions can we take to speed up 
the green transition in the Nordic Region? 

• What role do young people play in realising the vision and what 
contribution can they make going forward? 

• In light of the changes to the security-policy situation, what 
opportunities do the prime ministers and heads of government 
see for closer Nordic co-operation on total defence, including 
preparedness and guaranteeing supplies? 

16.50 Programme for the Swedish Presidency of the Nordic Council of 
Ministers 2024 
 

 
18.15 Nordic Council Prize Ceremony and the Norwegian Government’s 
reception  

Location: Oslo Opera House, Kirsten Flagstads pl. 1. Oslo (17 min 
walk) 
 
18.15  Arrival and welcome drink, Oslo Opera House, Oslo 
19.15  Guests must be seated  
19.15 Nordic Council Prize Ceremony 
20.45 Reception hosted by the Norwegian Government 

 
Wednesday 1 November 
09.00 Plenary   
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Location: The Plenary Hall of the Norwegian Parliament 
Language: Scandinavian, interpretation in English is available 
09.00 Report by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs 
10.05 Report by the Ministers of Defence 
10.25 Security policy 

7.1 A nuclear-weapon-free Nordic Region, consideration of 
member’s proposal 

7.2 Vote 
10.45 First debate on new members’ proposals 

8.1. Member’s proposal on gender equality in climate policy, The 
Social Democratic Group 
8.2. Member’s proposal on a Nordic knowledge centre for 
dealing with artificial intelligence, The Centre Group 
8.3. Member’s proposal on Nordic building regulations and 
requirements to reduce costs and increase competition, The 
Conservative Group 
8.4. Member’s proposal on the mapping and prevention of “re-
education trips”, The Nordic Freedom Group. 
8.5. Member's proposal on sustainable tourism, Nordic Green 
Left 

12.00 Lunch  
 
13.30 Plenary  

Location: The Plenary Hall of the Norwegian Parliament 
Language: Scandinavian, interpretation in English is available 
13.30 Question Time with the Ministers for Nordic Co-operation 
14.55  Reports from the Ministers for Nordic Co-operation 
 10.1. The Ministers for Co-operation’s Report on Freedom of 
Movement 
15.20  Budget of The Nordic Council of Ministers 
15.40  Welfare of the Nordic region 

12.1. Report on the Nordic Council of Ministers’ work with 
children and young people 

12.2. The Nordic Council of Ministers’ Gender Equality Report 
16.05 International co-operation (speeches from the international 

guests) 
 
17.30 The Nordic Council Presidium and the Chairs of the Committees’ 

Seminar and Reception for the International Guests 
Topic: The impact of artificial intelligence on geopolitics and democracy  
Location: t-614 stortingskvartalet 
Language: English 
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17.30  Welcome and opening remarks by President of the Nordic 
Council Jorodd        Asphjell  

17.35 ‘AI challenges in an era of great power competition’ Mr Lars 
Gjesvik, the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs 
(NUPI) 

18.00  Remarks by Ms Ingerd Schou, Vise-President, PACE 
Discussion / Q&A 

18.20 Closing remarks by Mr. Helge Orten, Vice President of the 
Nordic Council 

18.30 Reception hosted by the Nordic Council 
 
Thursday 2 November 
08.30 Plenary 

Location: The Plenary Hall of the Norwegian Parliament 
Language: Scandinavian, interpretation in English is available 

 
08.30 Knowledge and Culture in the Nordic Region 

14.1. The Nordic Council of Ministers’ Report on Research 
Policy 

14.2. Student mobility, consideration of member’s proposal 
14.3. Joint Nordic pilgrimage initiative, consideration of 

member’s proposals 
14.4. Global geoparks, consideration of member’s proposal 
14.5. More and closer co-operation on research and expertise 

about nuclear activity and decommissioning, consideration 
of member’s proposal 

14.6. Committee proposal on a Nordic commission for vocational 
training 

14.7. Committee proposal on a Nordic strategy for outdoor 
recreation 

14.8 Vote 
 

10.15 Welfare in the Nordic Region 
15.1. Nordic Council of Ministers’ Report on Nordic co-operation 

on Social Care and Health Policy 
15.2. The Nordic Council of Ministers’ Report on Nordic Co-

operation on Disability 
15.3. Nordic initiative to gather knowledge about murder by 

partners in relationships in order to prevent them, 
consideration of member’s proposal 

15.4. Joint pharmaceutical procurement in the Nordic Region, 
consideration of member’s proposal 

15.5. Children and young people's mental health, consideration 
of member’s proposal 

15.6. Vote 
 

11.30 Break 
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12.30 A sustainable Nordic Region 

16.1. Corporate responsibility, human rights and the right to 
ownership of natural resources 

16.2. Consideration of member’s proposal on ecocide legislation 
16.3. Nordic alliance for the climate, consideration of member’s 

proposal 
16.4. Spreading and supporting home growing in the Nordic 

Region, consideration of member’s proposal 
16.5. A Nordic initiative to combat international crime, 

consideration of member’s proposal 
16.6. More sustainable herring fishing in the Baltic Sea, 

consideration of member’s proposal 
16.7. Cruise tourism, consideration of member’s proposal 
16.8. Vote 

13.45 Growth and development in the Nordic Region 
17.1. Police and customs co-operation, consideration of 

member’s proposal 
17.2. Committee proposal on youth unemployment in the Nordic 

Region 
17.3. Vote 

14.15 The Nordic Council’s internal affairs 
18.1. The Control Committee’s report on activities in 2022 
18.2. The Nordic Council accounts 2022 

14.30 Elections 2024 
19.1. Election of the President and Vice-President of the Nordic 

Council 
19.2. Election of chairpersons and vice-chairpersons of the 

Nordic Council committees and the Control Committee 
19.3. Election of members to the Nordic Council Presidium and 

committees 
19.4. Election of members to the board of the Nordic Cultural 

Fund 
14.45 Icelandic programme for the Presidency of the Nordic Council 

2024 
14.55 Closing of the Session 

21.1. Announcement of date and venue of the next Session 
 
15.00 Depart 
 
 
Friday 3 November 
 
11.25 Depart Oslo Gardermoen 
  
12.25 Arrive in Edinburgh 
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